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Trade, he carried through a popular budget in
1922, and was the logical successor to Bonar
Law, who preceded him as Prime Minister.
BALEARIC, lal e ai/ik, ISLES, a group
of islands, belonging to Spain and forming a
Spanish province, situated southeast of Spain
and including Majorca, Minorca, Iviza and
Formentera. Their combined area is 1,935
square miles. The capital is Parma, on
Majorca. In the thirteenth century they
constituted an independent kingdom, which
was finally united with Spain. Population,
1913, 329,831.
BALFE, balf, michael william (1808-
1870), an English composer, best known for
his melodious and popular opera The Bohe-
mian Girl. He was born in Dublin. Balfe
could play the violin at the age of seven, and
when he was only nine he wrote a ballad that
was popular in the music halls. After study-
ing in Italy he began writing operas, pro-
ducing, besides his favorite, The Rose of Cas-
tile, Satanella and others. Though his operas
lack depth, they are distinguished for their
bright melodies.
BALFOUR, balfoor, akthur james, Earl
of, (1848-1930), a British statesman, one
of the most influential leaders in the conserv-
ative party, and Prime Minister of England
from 1902 to 1905. He was educated at
Eton and Trinity College, Cambridge, and
in 1874 was returned to parliament as Con-
servative member for Hertford. In 1886 he
was returned from Manchester. Public at-
tention was soon drawn to him by his quick-
ness of perception and readiness in debate,
and he became one of the most effective
speakers in the House. From 1878 to 1880
he was private secretary to his uncle, Lord
Salisbury, whom he accompanied to the Con-
gress of Berlin. He was appointed president
of the Local Government Board in 1885,
Secretary for Scotland in 1886 and chief
Secretary for Ireland in 1887. His brilliant
administration while in this position, at the
time one of the most difficult in the British
Cabinet, won him the praise of all parties. In
1892 he became first Lord oJ: the Treasury
and leader of the House. With the exception
of the brief interval when the Liberals were
ia power he held this position until July,
1902, when, on the resignation of Lord Salis-
bury, King Edward appointed him Premier
and asked him to form a Cabinet. The Liberal
victory of 1906 removed Balfour's party
from power.
The brilliant Conservative leader did not
remain in obscurity, however, and for years
he was his party's spokesman in the House
of Commons. In 1915, when the World War
forced the creation of a coalition Cabinet,
Balf our was made first Lord of the Admiral-
ty, and in 1916 became Secretary of State
for Foreign Affairs. In 1917 he headed the
British commission which visited the United
States after America joined the allies in the
World War.
Reflected to Parliament in the general
election of December, 1918, he was made
Foreign Secretary in the Cabinet formed by
Lloyd G-eorge in January, 1919. He also
was appointed one of the British peace com-
missioners, and in Paris exercised an influ-
ence second only to that of Lloyd George, the
great Premier.
BALIOL, bofleol or bal'yol, john de
(1249-1315), a king of Scotland whose claim
to the throne was disputed by Robert Bruce.
On the death of Margaret, granddaughter of
Alexander III, Baliol claimed the vacant
throne by virtue of his descent from David,
Earl of Huntington, brother to William the
Lion. Robert Bruce, a descendant of David
by another line, opposed Baliol; but Edward
Ps decision was in favor of Baliol, whom he
induced to swear allegiance to him. Irritated
by Edward's harsh exercise of authority,
Baliol concluded a treaty with France, then
at war with England, but after the defeat at
Dunbar he was obliged to give up his crown
to Edward. He was sent with his son to the
Tower, but in 1297 obtained liberty to retire
to his Norman estates, where he died, seven-
teen years later.
BALKAN" MOUNTAINS, whose name is
derived from Turkish words meaning high
ridge, is a range of mountains in Southern
Europe, the most easterly extension of the
Alpine system. They begin nearly where the
boundaries of Hungary, Serbia and Rumania
meet, extend southward through Serbia an<3
along the western border of Bulgaria, thence
eastward nearly to the Black Sea. The name
Balkan states is popularly applied to the
small countries through which they extend.
In the central Balkans are the highest sum-
mits, several of which are over 7,000 feet
high.
The Balkan section of Europe was long
known as the "powder magazine of Europe/*
because of its dangerous political aspects*
See balkan wars; world wae.

